Paragraph 

A paragraph is a brief unit of a communication in a relatively fixed form and a brief unit of a complete article.

英文段落有其固定的架構,是一篇完整文章的基本單位

The three main parts of a paragraph:

   1. Topic sentence主題句
       =Introductory sentence

   2. Supporting sentences承接句
   3. Closing sentence結句
主題句

1. 文章中要討論的主題(subject)
2. 根據這個主題發展而成的論點 (focus, controlling idea) 

Ex1: High school students should have the right to evaluate their teachers.  

Ex 2:  Learning a language takes time and patience 
Ex 3:  Home economics is my favorite class at school.
承接句 

The topic sentence is followed by several “supporting sentences” to provide evidence for the writer’s assertion.

作者用承接句 “supporting sentences” 提供論點,來支持其對主題（the topic）的看法

結句

The paragraph usually ends with a “closing sentence” to sum up the whole paragraph. Sometimes there can be no topic sentence, but the main idea appears in the closing sentence.

結句（closing sentence）總結整個段落.有時主題句未寫出,但作者會在結句中重伸主旨.

