REVIEWTEST LEVELS ONE-FIVE (pp. 90-97)

1. Read the following composition carefully. Then answer the multiple-choice questions directly following it. 

Tougher Drunk Driving Laws

Glenview County has always had its share of traffic accidents. In fact, in 1984, it had the highest accident rate in the state. As local police studied the accident reports, they discovered two important factors. First, over 65% of the accidents involved at least one legally drunk driver, and second, 80% of the most serious accidents, those resulting in fatalities and critical injuries, involved a drunk driver. In an attempt to reduce the number of serious accidents in Glenview County and to get the drunken drivers off the road, the county enacted tougher drunk driving penalties, conducted a high-visibility drunken driving awareness program, and worked with bar owners and transit companies to get drunk drivers off the road. Then the county waited for its biggest test: the two-week holiday season from December 20th to January 2nd when the highest accident rate occurs. The results proved that the new program aimed at getting problem drinkers off the road was a success. 

The biggest factor in getting drunk drivers off the streets was the enforcement of tough drunk driving penalties. First offenders who were found to be DUI (driving under the influence) were automatically fined $500 and put in the county jail drunk tank for the night. Second offenders were fined $2000 and sentenced to six months in jail. To put teeth into the new program, the number of patrol cars was doubled in December, and mandatory checkpoints were set up on busy county roads. Any car reaching a checkpoint was pulled over, and the driver's condition was checked. With the checkpoints, any driver on the road who had been drinking was risking getting pulled over and arrested. The purpose of the program was preventive: the county wanted people thinking twice before drinking and getting behind the wheel. 

A second important part of the program was the publicity it received. Many times each evening, local television stations aired public commercials showing mild-mannered middle-class men being arrested for drunken driving and thrown in the drunk tank with tough-looking criminal types. Other commercials showed drunken teenagers being prevented from driving by their sober friends. Local news programs showed regular footage of the drunk driving checkpoints in action and of the beefed-up patrol force cruising the county for drunk drivers. Finally, the anti-driving organizations MADD (Mothers Against Drunk Driving) and SADD (Students Against Drunk Driving) staged demonstrations against drunk drivers in high schools and public meeting places across the county. The demonstrations were picked up on television, radio, and the newspapers two or three times a week. Potential drunk drivers were bombarded by anti-drunk-driving publicity every day, and the message apparently got through to a lot of them. 

Finally, the county police department enlisted the cooperation of bar owners and transit companies to keep drunks from driving home. Four taxi companies contracted with the city to pick up bar patrons too drunk to drive. Seventy-five percent of the bar owners in the county agreed to identify drunken customers and to encourage them to use the free taxi service to get home. The owners also agreed to publicize police surveillance outside their bars so that drinkers would know that their driving behavior would probably be observed. As a final measure, large posters were put up in the bars saying, “If you drive drunk, you’re going to jail. Don’t get behind that wheel.” 

By the end of January 2nd, the statistical account of holiday driving accidents in Glenview County was available. Six accidents occurred from December 20th through January 2nd, compared to twenty accidents the previous year. Of those six accidents, only two were alcohol-related, compared to fourteen of the previous year’s twenty accidents. Adding to the good news, there were no accident fatalities over the holidays for the first time in fifteen years. Only four persons were arrested for drunken driving at the checkpoints, and eighteen persons were arrested throughout the county for drunken driving, down over 60% from the previous year. By any measure, the new program aimed at drunken drivers was a success: fewer accidents, fewer arrests, and no fatalities. As a result, the county is going to maintain the same patrol fleet it had in December year-round, continue enforcing tough drunk driving laws, continue its mandatory checkpoint program on a surprise basis, and budget for an ongoing publicity campaign against drinking and driving. The success of the program shows that people will change long-time drinking and driving patterns if a strong enough deterrent is present. The Glenview County program against drunk driving should serve as a model throughout the state. 

Circle the letter of the correct response from each group.
Example: 
This composition contains the following number of paragraphs: 

a. three    b. four    c. five    d. six 

1. the topic of the composition is 
a. the new anti-drunk-driving program in Glenview County 

b. police enforcement in Glenview County 

c. the use of drunk driving checkpoints in Glenview County 

d. the role of the citizen in catching drunk drivers in Glenview County 

2. the lead-in information in the opening paragraph contains
a. a personal experience 

b. factual and statistical information 

c. a dramatized event 

d. an incident that is related to the topic 

3. In the opening paragraph, the controlling idea for the composition is stated in this sentence: 
a. Glenview County has always had its share of traffic accidents. 

b. Then the county waited for its biggest test: the two-week holiday season from December 20th to January 2nd when the highest accident rate occurs. 

c. The results proved that the new program aimed at getting problem drinkers off the road was a success. 

d. As local police studied the accident reports, they discovered two important factors. 

4. The paragraphs of the composition are organized in the following manner. 
a. time (chronological) 

b. space (location) 

c. importance (most to least) 

d. size 

5. The topic sentence for the second paragraph is the following:
a. The biggest factor in getting drunk drivers off the streets was the enforcement of tough drunk driving penalties. 

b. The purpose of the program was preventive: the county wanted people thinking twice before drinking and getting behind the wheel. 

c. First offenders who were found to be Dill (driving. Under the influence) were automatically fined $500 and put in the county jail drunk tank for the night. 

d. With the checkpoints, any driver on the road who had been drinking was risking getting pulled over and a arrested. 
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