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2101018 TAIPEI HAKKA FESTIVAL





Invitation
Dear Friends:

October is a month worth waiting, not only because double ten is our National day, but also the weather is good for the party. We are now representing Taipei City Government happily to invite you to join a very memorable event—Hakka Shoulder Bamboo, to share the cultural exchange and happiness of living in the same world.
Hakka is one of the main groups in Chinese having a very much extinguished culture in each filed. “Shoulder Bamboo”, which will be held on 12th morning of October, is the core activity that Hakka show their spirit of diligence and consistency. President Ma and Mayor Hau will jointly lead this troop. And this year, we specially open 5 chairs for foreigners in Taiwan, and are looking forward to having your participation.

Enclosed please find the details of this activity. If you have interest, please don’t hesitate to contact us soon. We will give all the necessary assistance and incentive in time as to let your team have the much easier way to join our party.
Thanks and best regards.
Sincerely Yours,

Andrew B.C. Huang

Board Director

Taipei Hakka Affairs Commission

Contact Persons:

Angel Huang  Tel: 2627-9659#862
Jan Jian  Tel: 2627-9659#861
Marcy Lin  Tel: 2627-9659#893

2008 Taipei Hakka Carnival
· Introduction：
2008 Taipei Hakka Yimin Cultural Festival will be held on October 12 (Sun.) at Songshan Tabacco Factory to invite Yimin gods from the nine Yimin Temples nationwide to get together in Taipei City. The activities are “sholdering bamboo poles of rice offerings to worship Yimin gods,” “the ritual of serving three blessed sacrifices,” “the primary ritual of serving five blessed sacrifices.” These rituals are solemn. The festival also has fabulous religious ceremonial performances, Hakka mountain songs, competition of creative blessed pigs. These activities attract ten thousands of people from various cities in Taiwan to see the wonderfulness of Hakka culture.

People who take part in shouldering bamboo poles of rice offerings which is the most special and meaningful one in Hakka Yimin Festival will assemble participants in Jian An Elementary School.  They will walk along Da-an Road and Tong-hua Street, turn right to Yian-ji Street, and then turn right to Jhongxiao East Road to Songshan Tabacco Factory. Performances from different Hakka clubs and Groups of mountain songs shoulder bamboo poles and walk in Taipei streets. Especially, the different pioneering idea is to add new concept of environmental protection to the process of shouldering activity to experience the earth’s burden. Thousands of people stand with one foot for 21 seconds at 10:21 to represent the “Hakka spirit” of cultivating people with justice and morality, being frugal to improve economical situation, and saving energy for environmental protection. The great momentum is fascinating and impressive to all people. The route of the shouldering activity for this time extends to several kilometers to make all of us experience the Hakka spirit of industriousness and unity.

The main worship ritual in the noon on October 12 appeals thousands of Taipei citizens. The hospitable Hakka people will prepare free and simple blessed food for people there. The main worship ritual is supposed to invite President Ma, Ying-jeou and other main serving officials to serve flower, fruit, and wine to Yimin gods. Besides reading the prayers and chanting verses in the ritual, Yimin Festival also have performance of Hakka operas and folk songs, entertaining performances, Hakka cuisine, and the exposition of Taiwan’s outstanding Hakka villages. In addition, we invite different ethnic people to perform the shouldering troupe show in Hakka Yimin Festival. Each activity contains the Yimin spirit of rich Hakka implication. It is worth participating and appreciating the cultural enchantment of Hakka ceremony for people. We expected to deliver Hakka people’s passion and creativity to every corner in Taiwan.

· Date: October 12 (Sun.), 2008
· Place: Songshan Tabacco Factory 
( No. 133, Guangfu S. Rd., Sinyi District, Taipei City 110 )
· Procedure：
	Time
	Theme Activity
	Note

	08:00
	Thousands of Hakkas shoulder bamboo poles of rice offerings – assemblage.
	Assembly place:

Ran-ai Elemantary School

	08:30~10:21
	Thousands of Hakkas shoulder bamboo poles of rice offerings
	President Ma and Mayor Hau will jointly lead the troop

	10:21
	Thousands of Hakkas shoulder bamboo poles and stand with one foot for 21 seconds
	

	10:30~11:00
	Creative troop reviewing – The competition of troop reviewing for those troops who shouldering bamboo poles
	

	11:00~12:00
	Main worship ritual
	

	12:00
	Lunch – shih-fu (food offering by Hakkas)
	


· Route：
Ran-ai Elemantary School ( Sec. 4, Ren-ai Road ( Yan-ji Street ( Sec. 4, Zhongxiao East Road ( Songshan Tabacco Factory－the site of Yimin Carnival

· Remark：
Each team participating in the Thousands of Hakkas shoulder bamboo poles will get all the necessary assistance and incentive in time from us. Besides, Taipei Hakka Affairs Commission will provide suitable subsidies.
2008 Taipei Hakka Carnival
Tel:02-2627-9659    Fax:02-2627-7869

Address: 8F., No.13, Lane 120, Sec. 1, Neihu Rd., Neihu District, Taipei City 114

